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Derby Now a City of the First Class
On Nov. 11, 2020, Derby became a
City of the First Class with an official
proclamation by Kansas Governor

Laura Kelly. Watch a video of the
announcement on the City’s Facebook
page, “Derby, Kansas City Hall.”
There are 625 incorporated cities in
Kansas. Of those, 26 are Cities of the
First Class. Currently, only 15 cities in
Kansas exceed 25,000 in population.
City classification is a creature of state
statute (KSA 13-101) with classification
dictated by population. A city is eligible
to become a city of the first class when
it reaches a population of 15,000,
but the transition is mandatory once
population reaches 25,000, which
Derby is nearing (24,943).
“One of the unique things about the City
of Derby is the tight-knit relationship
it has with its neighbor, McConnell
Air Force Base,” said Governor Kelly
in her video. “Thank you for being a
community that supports and holds dear
our service members, our Veterans and
their families.

Holiday Lights Tour & Contest

Holiday Events
City of Derby’s Drive-Thru Christmas
Saturday, Dec. 12 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Fire Station 81, 715 E. Madison Ave.
Pile your family in the car for a night
of treats and holiday lights. As you
drive thru, you can give a big wave to
Santa Claus and say hi to your Derby
firefighters. You might even see a few of
your favorite Derby mascots.
Turn right onto Bulldog Drive from the
west. No left hand turns will be allowed
as they can cause traffic congestion.
Woodlawn United Methodist Church is
also holding a drive-thru event from
6 to 8:30 p.m. with a live nativity and
lights. Visit them at 431 S. Woodlawn.

Enjoy the Holiday Lights Tour & Contest
December 4-24. Your friends and
neighbors have spent a great deal of
time decorating their homes for the
holidays for your enjoyment.
See a map of homes on the tour at
DerbyKS.com/holidaylights.
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You may also vote for your favorite
decorated home or business in our
People’s Choice contest on our
Facebook page, “Derby, Kansas City
Hall.” Voting takes place from Dec. 4 to
24. Winners will be announced Dec. 28.

For other holiday events, visit
DerbyKS.com/holidays to view our
community calendar. If you have an
upcoming event in Derby you’d like to
see on the calendar, email
info@derbyweb.com with your event
information.

DerbyKS.com

Text-to-911 Update

Sedgwick County Emergency
Communications launched upgrades
to improve the Text-to-911 emergency
notification phone
system.
Now, 9-1-1 dispatchers
can initiate text
conversations, initiate
and receive texts
in any language
with an automatic
translator, and use
the what3words app to pinpoint caller
locations.

In a 9-1-1 text, users will see a 10-digit
number that is unique to Sedgwick
County 9-1-1. Sedgwick County
Emergency Communications can now
request the caller send their GPS
location, which is helpful in situations
where someone is unable to provide
an accurate location. The system now
provides for input of location information
as provided through the what3words
app. The app can pinpoint a caller’s
location within 10-square feet, which is
helpful for emergencies that occur in
non-addressed locations or rural areas.

Derby Gift Ideas
Looking for your favorite Derby gift?
Visit the Derby Public Library and find a
few great Derby items, including:
Derby Proud T-shirts (adult sizes)
$10 each
Derby Proud stickers
Just $1!
Derby Proud coffee mug
Coming soon!
Derbyopoly - $10
Celebrating Derby Book - $20

ADA & Hidden Disabilities
Nearly 50 percent of individuals in the
U.S. have a chronic medical condition,
but most people are not impaired in
their everyday activities. However,
for the estimated 10 percent of the
population that has a hidden disability,
its hidden nature can compound already
challenging symptoms.
Individuals with conditions such as
migraines, asthma, ADHD, autism,
brain injury, chronic fatigue syndrome,
Crohn’s disease, diabetes, epilepsy,
schizophrenia, MS, and bipolar may not
appear to be disabled, but may require
accommodations – such as use of
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Snow & Ice Treatment

The City of Derby is ready for the
winter weather season. City crews
work around the clock to treat streets
during snowy and icy weather. While
crews can’t clear all of Derby’s 430 lane
miles, they focus on main streets, school
zones and public facilities.
Snow Removal Procedures
Snowfall less than 2 inches
Snow removal is not usually necessary.
Pretreatment helps provide for safe
driving conditions. Crews treat streets
with saltwater brine, which helps
slow the bonding of snow and ice to
the pavement. Brine can be used in
advance of a storm.
Snowfall from 2 to 6 inches
Snow removal usually begins as soon
as possible after snowfall has ceased.
Every effort is made to provide safe
driving conditions prior to peak traffic
hours.
Snowfall greater than 6 inches
The City has a system of streets that
link neighborhoods, major arterial
routes, and public facilities. Depending
on the duration of the snowfall, it may
be necessary to continually clear main
streets. Once snowfall has ceased, main
streets are cleared before snow removal
begins on other areas.
If you have questions, call Public Works
at 788-0301 (Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
or visit DerbyKS.com/snow.

wheelchairs or disabled parking – due
to the toll taken by hidden symptoms.
While these may not fit a traditional
understanding of disability, it is
important to understand that disabilities
span a range of conditions, disabilities
are more common than most believe,
and people with hidden disabilities have
rights to both accommodations and
privacy regarding their conditions.
The following link provides information
to help better understand hidden
disabilities: https://bit.ly/36jXaOr.

Business Registrations
It’s the time of year to renew your
business registration. Due to
COVID-19, the City has waived the
2021 business renewal fee of $20
for registrations completed by
Jan. 31, 2021.
If you have questions or your
business has closed, contact
Marcia Hartman at 788-3081 or
marciahartman@derbyweb.com.
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