Flood Insurance

Natural & Beneficial Functions

If you do not have flood
insurance, talk to your
insurance agent. Most
homeowner’s insurance
policies do not cover
damage from floods.
Flood insurance is only available to
communities participating in the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Because
our floodplain management programs
attempt to protect Derby from the
multiple flooding hazards, we are a part
of the NFIP and thus, residents are able
to obtain flood insurance. Additionally,
because the City participates in FEMA’s
Community Rating System program, flood
insurance premiums are discounted.

Floodplains play a valuable role in providing
natural and beneficial functions to Derby and the
surrounding areas. Floodplains that are relatively
undisturbed provide a wide range of benefits to
both human and natural systems. These benefits
provide aesthetic pleasure as well as function
to provide active processes such as filtering
nutrients.

Be sure to check your policy to ensure
you have adequate coverage. Usually,
these policies cover the building
structure, but not the contents. Talk to
your insurance agent about contents
coverage. There is a 30-day waiting
period before flood insurance coverage
becomes effective. Plan ahead; do not
wait until a flood is predicted before
purchasing flood insurance.
If you are building inside the floodplain,
the purchase of flood insurance is
mandatory if using a federally regulated/
insured bank for a loan.

Parts of both the Spring Creek and Arkansas
River floodplains are used as a means to
filter farm chemical run-off so these areas
can maintain biodiversity and ecosystem
sustainability. Both floodplains contain
historic and archeological sites that provide
an opportunity for education and study. Both
enhance waterfowl, fish, and other wildlife
habitats and provide feeding and breeding
grounds. Both floodplains provide natural
erosion control and open space so further
flooding damage does not occur.

Drainage System Maintenance
As simple as it may sound, keeping ditches and
streams free of debris can dramatically improve
the run-off capacity of low-lying areas, as well
as greatly reduce blockages that contribute to
flooding. It is illegal to dump materials into a
required waterway, and violators may be fined.
If you see someone in the act of dumping or see
debris in a waterways, contact the City of Derby
at 316-788-6632.

City of Derby
Flood Information

DerbyKS.com

Flood Hazard Areas
Over half of the City of Derby area is comprised
of two 100-year floodplains. The Spring Creek
is on the east side of Derby floodplain, while
the Arkansas River is on the west side. Find out
if your property is in the 100-year floodplain by
calling the Public Works at 316-788-0301.
The City also has Elevation Certificates for
new development available back to 1981 for
properties in the floodplain. Depending on how
much rain has fallen, Derby’s creeks may be
dry, gently flowing or full of moving water. The
floodplain is the area of land that is likely to be
under water when the creek rushes over its
banks. The 100-year floodplain is the land that
is predicted to flood during a 100-year storm,
which has a one percent chance of occurring in
any given year. The 100-year floodplain is used
by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management
Agency) to administer the federal flood insurance
program and the City of Derby to regulate
development.

5 Steps to take
after flooding
Disconnect Electronics
As soon as it is safe to do so,
disconnect all electronics/
electrical equipment and move
to a dry location.

Take Pictures
Take pictures of the damage for
insurance purposes.

Address Standing Water
Remove as much standing water
as possible from inside the
building/home.

Floodplain Permit Requirements
All development within the
100-year floodplain (not just
construction of buildings, but
filling, excavation, fences, etc.)
requires to obtain a Floodplain
Permit. Applications must be made prior to doing
any work in floodplain area. Contact Public
Works at 316-788-0301 to receive information to
properly develop in the floodplain.

Save Salvagable Materials
Remove water damaged
materials immediately.

Dry Soaked Areas
Ventilate with fans and
dehumidifiers when it is safe to
do so, and open windows to help
with ventilation.

Property Protection Measures
If your property is susceptible to flooding,
there are many flood damage reduction
measures to employ:
• Add watertight seals to brick and block
walls to protect against low-level flooding.
• Elevate your heating and air conditioning
systems, water heaters, and other large
appliances.
• Elevate or relocate structures.
Site visits are available upon request.
Contact Public Works at 316-788-0301 to
schedule an appointment.

Flood Safety
The following guidelines can
help protect you from the
dangers of flooding:
• Do not drive through any flooded areas.
• Do not walk through flowing water.
• Stay away from power lines and electrical
wires.
• Be alert to gas leaks.
• Keep children away from flood waters,
ditches, culverts, and storm drains.
• Clean everything that has gotten wet.
• Look out for animals, especially snakes.
• Do not use gas engines, such as generators,
or charcoal fires indoors during power
outages.

